
GILLETT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
COMMUNITY CENTER/COMMUNITY SQUARE 

PROJECT 



HISTORY 
In 2011, the GPL began planning for an expansion project that would include a much-needed second 
meeting room space as well as provide additional seating for WIFI/studying/socializing. 

 

The Friends of the GPL paid for an architectural plan that would have added approximately 2000 sq. ft. 
to the back of the existing building.  

 

In the fall of 2013, BMO Harris announced that they would 
be closing their branch next door, and our library changed 
its focus from remodeling the existing structure to 
reconfiguring the bank building to meet community needs.  
 
 The GPL was able to purchase the bank using only donated 
funds (no taxpayer money was used) in May of 2014. 



The Project for 
Public Spaces 

 

http://www.pps.org/ 
 

 

 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE THE BOX GRANT 
 
Sponsored  by:   

• PROJECT FOR PUBLIC SPACES 
• OCLC 
• REDBOX 

http://www.pps.org/
http://www.pps.org/


The Great Neighborhood Book:  
A Do-it-Yourself Guide to Placemaking 
by Jay Walljasper 









PHASE ONE 
Create multiple meeting room spaces in the bank building & add a second bathroom.  

 
 

A second bathroom was added, additional counter-tops 
were installed to accommodate large groups, and tile 
flooring replaces the carpeting.   
 
 
 • Northwoods Meeting/Banquet Room   

accommodates up to 150 for weddings, parties, business 
events 

• Red Cedar accommodates up to 10 for smaller groups 

• White Pine accommodates up to 10 for smaller groups 

• Blue Spruce accommodates up to 8 for small group 
 

Completed May 2015 
 



HAUNTED HOUSE IN THE COMMUNITY CENTER 
GRIMM’S FAIRY TALES 



PHASE TWO 
Convert the library’s existing meeting room space into library space... 

• Remove window wall between 
library and meeting room. 

 

• Add more seating for 
Wifi/studying/socializing. 

 

• Add more shelving for library 
materials. 

 

• Flip-flop the public computer 
area and the Circ Desk…staff are 
more centrally located and 
public computer stations are 
more open/less congested. 

 
Completed in April 2016 

 





 

PHASE THREE 
Repave/resurface and re-landscape the COMMUNITY SQUARE area, adding all features 
requested by the community including… 
 
 
 
Downtown Market  
 
Outdoor family activities 
 
Lunchtime/Evening entertainment 
 
Ice skating in winter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Completed August 2016 



TEEN ZONE @  the COMMUNITY CENTER every Wednesday from 3:30 - 5:30 







Kay Rankel, director 
Gillett Public Library 
 
krankel@mail.nfls.lib.wi.us 


