
  

Our library users 
asked us to share their 

Library Love Stories 

Thank You from our Public Libraries 

“I know the library provides so much support for so many families in the area. 
Libraries are the gems of our cities and towns. I am so thankful for ours!” 

patron of G.E. Bleskacek Family Memorial Library, Bloomer 
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Thank you for your support! In 2021 our public libraries: 
 
Responded to the unique needs of their communities.  
“The library takes pride in supporting the Luck community and the needs of the 
community members. Lots of collaborative efforts.” -patron of Luck Public Library 

“They came up with the curbside pickup and honestly, it's so convenient.” -patron of 
Cadott Public Library 

Moved outside and virtual.  
“The Storywalk opportunities, both outdoors and now inside the library, offer up the 
wonderful connections of print and books with my grandchildren.” -patron of St. Croix 
Falls Public Library 
“I was impressed last 2 years during Covid of the number of online presentations for 
kids were offered by the library.” -patron of Park Falls Public Library 

Expanded access to information. 
“Thanks to my local library I learned about a government program that allowed me to 
to save on internet costs for distance learning at college and the librarian helped my 
enroll.” -patron of Somerset Public Library 

“I can access the internet to download resources needed for my work.” -patron of 
Thomas St. Angelo Public Library (Cumberland) 

Our doors were open to serve families, kids, seniors, job-seekers, and 
book-lovers! Our libraries step up! 
“The library makes me feel engaged in lifelong learning and adds an element of fun, 
play, and exploration to me and my children’s' week.” -patron of Rice Lake Public Library 

“The St. Croix Falls library was used for an interview for my dream job, in which I was 
hired!” -patron of St. Croix Falls Public Library 

“Our library is EVERYTHING to our community! It is our community center where we 
gather to do multiple things!” -patron of Park Falls Public Library 
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 Altoona Public Library   
In August I had a terrible fall and demolished my shoulder, requiring extensive surgery.  
I was visiting family three hours from home, and virtually helpless, but my family took 
me in for the two months I could not live alone.  I couldn't focus well enough to read, but 
I could listen to audiobooks.  My Altoona Library Overdrive account through saved me.  
At first I needed help to download my audiobooks, but eventually I had enough function 
to download them myself.  This was not just entertainment, it was my escape from pain, 
boredom and depression, my diversion through sleepless nights.  Audiobooks took me 
into other lives and other worlds.  I listened to books that made me laugh and cry, books 
that reminded me that I would be ok, and that all lives have purpose, even though they 
might have changed.  Even after I returned home Overdrive continues to open my world 
to inspiration, love, history, joy, understanding and so much more.  Thank you for 
offering this online access to wonderful audiobooks, whether I am at home or in another 
part of the world.  It is always there.  Pam Gardow 

Baldwin Public Library   
The library was a wonderful weekly visit with my mother, who read voraciously.  The 
staff was always so welcoming and helpful.  When Mom wasn’t able to visit in person as 
frequently, they would inquire about her.  They truly get to know and care about their 
customers.     

Balsam Lake Public Library   
Our library staff is the best!   

Balsam Lake Public Library   
We love the library because of the awesome staff and the great kids’ area! 

Balsam Lake Public Library   
I love the library because of the fun games and activities they offer! 

Barron Public Library   
The Barron Public Library is a very useful tool for stay-at-home moms or dads who are 
on a budget and need something to do with her kids.  It is a worry-free atmosphere 
where you know your kids can be safe and not worry about what ""adult"" people are 
doing. They usually have a creative craft available for adults and kid and I know during 
the winter months when it is too cold play outside being able to go to the library and let 
your children look at books and play with the imaginative toys there has helped 
tremendously with the so called "cabin fever".  
My kids have a love of reading and I really do think it is to do with being able to have 
this place to go to that allows you to be able to see so many different people, stories, 
places... etc...  that one can only travel through using their imagination.  

Barron Public Library 
The Library-a gift.  
Within the books a knowledge of anywhere in this and “other” worlds. Visions of beauty 
and love, ugliness and hatred, the markings of great intelligence used for good as well as 
bad. 
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Glimpses into government, politics, military, religion and power, great wealth and 
poverty, and their uses and misuses.  
Views of great beauty, in lands of trees, flowers, waters and skies- sunrises and sunset 
conveyed in the words of books. 

Human strength and weakness in characters real and imagined.  
As I read each word and turn each page I’m reminded of the gift I’ve been given. The 
library delivers this gift with courtesy and helpfulness in seeking the book or author I’m 
looking for. Thank- You! Due to physical restraints I no longer visit the library, but do 
recall the peaceful feeling and the awe of seeing the row of book in order of context. 
Who needs Google! As 75 year of age I realize I’ll never get to read all I want to-perhaps 
there is a library in Heaven! 

Barron Public Library   
I like the library because I can order books and pick them up, it was especially helpful 
when the library was closed for covid. I can check out my held books and then order 
more on the library computer which is set up to do this. If I have to enlarge something to 
copy the librarians are always glad to help. I retired to read books and that is what I do.  
Cadott Community Library  I absolutely love my library! They always get the books I 
want to read. If my library doesn't have a particular book then they borrow it from 
another library. I don't have internet at home, so the library is always there if I need to 
use a computer or make copies. I love the reading programs they put on. Wish the kid 
activities would come back. With covid I was worried I wouldn't be able to get books, 
but they came up with the curbside pickup and honestly, it's so convenient. I'm able to 
get movies and even TV series DVDs.    

Centuria Public Library   
At the Centuria Public Library the library assistant Melissa always puts a smile on my 
face! Melissa is my best friend.  Edie (age 10) 

Centuria Public Library 
I like books and I love going to the library and playing on the computers! I like to go to 
the library and read graphic novels in the comfy blue chairs!  Gregor (age 8) 

Chippewa Falls Public Library   
I love bringing my kids to the Chippewa library.  Ms. Jesse, Ms. Jenna, and Ms. Sam are 
so welcoming and plan many things that my children have enjoyed.  Some favorites 
were games in the park, storytime in the park, craft pick-ups, break in the bags, and the 
variety of toys that get rotated in and out of the children's area.  They are also very 
helpful with finding books of interest and leading the traditional story times too.  Thank 
you for all you do!   

Chippewa Falls Public Library 
I been attending libraries since I was a young kid. I love how they have a variety of 
books and magazines to read. I also love the layout of this library. It helps me to 
entertain myself at a tough time like Covid season too.  Sherri Lee 
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Chippewa Falls Public Library   
Getting new books to read. Always friendly and helpful. Good books!   

Chippewa Falls Public Library 
I love the people who work here! I love knowing that I can get to learn at my age. And 
very secure feeling. Lois 

Chippewa Falls Public Library   
Lots of resources, helpful staff, great place to enjoy reading.  Sherri 

Chippewa Falls Public Library   
We love storytime! Jenna and Jessi are so much fun! Thank you for making reading fun! 

Chippewa Falls Public Library   
Family friendly, great books and helpful staff. 

D.R. Moon Memorial Library (Stanley)   
My librarian carried my books out during a snowstorm!  Betty  

D.R. Moon Memorial Library (Stanley)   
My Library has helped me find books I was unable to locate. I request & check out a lot 
of books, magazines, audiobooks, etc. & actually one of their top patrons overall. The 
staff there is friendly & knowledgeable, making it a really nice place to return to. They 
also have helped me out of a tight situation with items that are due & can't be renewed 
due to no more time, etc. I do feel there is not enough time on larger books (600 or more 
pages) especially. The 3-week time limit with only 2 renewals is rather outdated for 
today's book world. Since I live out of town, coming to my Library is the place I most 
look forward to. Hopefully it will get its new addition someday soon; it is after all one of 
the most used places - circulation can attest to that - incredible for a small Library in a 
small town. It needs & deserves community support. May it always be there for us to use 
& enjoy.  Diane Manson 

Elmwood Public Library   
The librarian took the time to help my daughter find just the right books to take home! 
We love storytime!   

Elmwood Public Library 
I started writing my first novel in a library. The public library will forever have a place in 
my heart.    

Elmwood Public Library   
Books, DVDs, TOYS!  Wyatt 

Elmwood Public Library   
Quality time with my children.   Rebecca K.  

Elmwood Public Library   
I love their books!  Zander S. 
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Frederic Public Library   
The library is always offering new and fun activities.  My children love going to pick out 
a few books and staying to play Legos, explore a stem activity or just play in the 
children's area.  The library has been a part if their life since they were infants and 
toddlers with story time.    

Frederic Public Library   
I love libraries because they are a "comfort zone" for so many and it allows them to tap 
into their interests in so many ways. I make it a point to visit libraries all over the 
country and they are always a positive and inviting atmosphere and a constant in so 
many communities.  This was shared with me by a Board Trustee 

Frederic Public Library   
One of my favorite things about the Frederic Public Library is the fact that the staff share 
with me about the books they have read that may be of interest to me.   They are always 
helpful and willing to assist in any way they can.  I strongly believe that the Frederic 
Public Library is a source of enrichment and enabling in the lives of community 
residents of all ages.  

G.E. Bleskacek Family Memorial Library (Bloomer)   
While I have not actually entered the library in the past couple of years, I have taken 
advantage of its online resources. I am an elderly woman, living alone, who loves 
reading, and who has recently begun medical treatments that keep me mostly 
homebound. I rarely drive, especially in the winter, so being able to access good quality 
books from home has been very helpful. I can enjoy browsing available books and 
choosing those I would like to read. The library has been a great resource to help pass 
away time on long days.   

G.E. Bleskacek Family Memorial Library (Bloomer)   
The Library has always been a part of our lives since my boys have been young. We 
started out coming to storytime. My boys loved the crafts, being able to meet other 
friends and being able to pick out books and DVDs.  Florence was the reason i would 
come back, she is a wonderful, sweet, caring, lovable and a very helpful person. She 
goes out of the way for you. 
My boys love books, DVDs and now interested in the Playaways.  
I love the look of the library; it is very inviting. I especially love the fact that if you don’t 
have an item, like a book or DVD, that you can request what you are looking for from a 
different library and have it sent to your local library for pick up. "   

G.E. Bleskacek Family Memorial Library (Bloomer)   
The library has been such a staple in our house for years.   
When my children were younger, I loved checking out books for them, coming to do the 
scavenger hunts, and getting the backpacks of goodies.   
As they got a little older, I loved that I could sit in the adult section quietly reading while 
they completed scavenger hunts and worked on their summer reading challenges.  
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My kids are older now, and we all still love getting books from the library.  They still 
can't wait for the summer reading programs, and now know how to look up their own 
books to reserve.   
The library has always been a local place to stop in to get me out of the house.  A place 
where I can take a break in a book and feel supported.  
As a teacher, I know the library provides so much support for so many families in the 
area.   
Libraries are the gems of our cities and towns.  I am so thankful for ours! "   

G.E. Bleskacek Family Memorial Library (Bloomer) 
I LOVE my public library!  As a school-based Speech Language Pathologist, partnering 
with the library has been beneficial for so many of our community's children and 
families!  I have loved the high-quality story hour the library provides and have missed it 
hugely since the pandemic limited gatherings.  Our library has worked hard to provide 
other options for this population during this time.  Our library is a happy and fun place; 
one that kids and families count on during the week.    

Hazel Mackin Community Library (Roberts)   
I love the sun that comes into the room and the comfy chairs.  Lily 

Hazel Mackin Community Library (Roberts) 
I love the scavenger hunts and looking for new books.  Jamie 

Hazel Mackin Community Library (Roberts) 
I like reading books.  Will 

Hazel Mackin Community Library (Roberts) 
I love how quiet the library is. I love the interesting books and magazines and searching 
game.  Anna 

Hazel Mackin Community Library (Roberts) 
I love looking at books at the library, and look and find, and get books, and a dvd for me, 
and the librarians.  Rosie 

Hazel Mackin Community Library (Roberts) 
I love the happy people that work here. I love Batman and Disneyland books.  David 

Hazel Mackin Community Library (Roberts)   
I love the kind, wonderful librarians!  Kristen G. 

L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library (Eau Claire) 
I am very inspired by the thoughtful way the library in Eau Claire has been coming up 
with programs and services, and their focus on equity.  The staff is service-oriented, 
intelligent, and creatively approaching the challenges of the past couple of years.   

L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library (Eau Claire) 
When I was a first-grade teacher, our school district sponsored a field trip to the library 
every spring. Parents were invited to complete a form in advance, allowing their child to 
receive a library card that would be distributed the day of the field trip. Not all parents 
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completed the form, and some students didn’t receive a card. I had a very avid reader 
who grew up in a home where English was not the first language of the parents. The day 
of the field trip, he expressed concern all morning that he wasn’t sure if his parents 
understood what the form was for. As I was distributing the cards at the public library in 
the afternoon, this student was very focused and hopeful. When his name was called, his 
smile lit up the entire room. I gave him his card and watched him walk to a quiet space. 
He looked at every inch of that card, turning it over several times. He never stopped 
grinning. A few minutes later, he approached me and said, “Thank you. Thank you so 
much for this library card. Now I can read as many books as I want!” I told him to be 
sure to thank his parents when he got home after school. This happened 10 years ago, 
and I think of that smile every time I’m in the library.   Monica Bauer 

L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library (Eau Claire)   
The library is such a lovely and important space. I started going to the library frequently 
when I moved to Eau Claire in 2017 and was a transfer student at UWEC. I didn’t know 
more than 5 people in this town and my new apartment was a block away from the 
downtown location. I preferred the public library to the university’s library partially 
because of the convenience but grew to love the connection to my community. Over the 
next few years I spent many long days at the library. It was my second home. My 
apartment at that time had inconsistent heat and the library was a guaranteed warm place 
for me to come, as I know it is for so many other people. Especially to our house-less 
neighbors. I spend less time than I used to during undergrad at the library now, but it still 
holds the same status is my heart. I love the feature to request books from other libraries 
across the state. I’m at the library at least once a week to pick up and drop off the books 
I’m reading. I love my public library so much!   Livi 

Luck Public Library 
I have too many books already, but I always want more. I requested that my library sign 
up with Library Extension and they did. Now, if I look up a book on Amazon, I can see 
if it is available from my library or one of the other MORE libraries. Saves me money 
and shelf space!   

Luck Public Library   
Friendly, helpful staff plus my knitting group that gets together once a week. I've made 
new friends!  Gloria 

Luck Public Library   
We all know that our libraries are a great source of books and information, but my deep 
and unending love for our library is rooted in my experience as a new parent. When I 
had my child, I went from working full time to staying home. The library became my 
spot for social interaction and support with other parents at story time and Play & Learn 
group - giving me a touch stone during my week and helping to instill a love of reading 
in my child. As my kid has grown, we still semi-regularly hit the library to find the next 
in a series of books he's reading or fill in gaps for reading challenges for his class.  
These days, I love joining in yoga at the library for a little slice of socially distanced 
normality as the pandemic drags on. I know that no matter what my question about 
happenings in the community, I can pop into the library and get assistance finding the 



IFLS Library System , Library Legislative Day 2022 9 

answers I need. Our libraries give us so much more than books or internet access - 
they're important hubs for our communities that let people connect with each other. I 
love our library!   

Luck Public Library 
I love being able to request books or movies from the online site and pick them up at my 
local library.  Especially DVD’ s for a series as you get the entire season at one time.  
Libraries are an important asset to any city.    Linda 

Luck Public Library   
I like the variety of options at the library. MORE online ordering is great and nice to be 
able to pick up my selections from the old shelf. Getting special orders is also super easy 
with Jill and Colleen.   
There are many interesting programs for all ages and interests.  
The library also works well with the Luck Museum in the same building. Makes for 
even more interesting programs and displays. 
Library takes pride in supporting the Luck community and the needs of the community 
members. Lots of collaborative efforts. 

Luck Public Library 
I love to read books at my library.  My favorite book is "The Wrong Fairy Tales."   

Luck Public Library 
My library is a welcoming place to let your creative side free.  It is a place to breathe and 
be and sometimes practice yoga.  It is a space to learn, imagine, grow and wonder. It is a 
community hub and gathering space, with friendly welcoming faces.  My favorite book 
is Anne of Green Gables.   

Luck Public Library 
The library is a peaceful place to get homework done after school.  I love finding new 
books and always leaving the library with a good book.  I also like running into people I 
know at the library.  My favorite book today is Fried Green Tomatoes At The Whistle 
Stop Cafe.   

Luck Public Library 
I take my children to the library on a weekly basis. My third and second grader read so 
much that I would have a hard time giving them enough reading material if it were not 
for the library. They are always so excited to go and to see what is new. We also love 
being involved with events like the summer reading program and special guests like the 
animals from Sustainable Safari.    

Luck Public Library   
Public libraries are a strong resource for their local community providing to all ages.  My 
story is I am a retired schoolteacher who has always encouraged reading with my 
students.  Now that I have more time to myself, I can get involved in my own reading for 
pleasure. I am currently in the midst of a 21-book series that the library has been 
wonderful in locating each one for me through the More system.  I love it!  I am also 
taking a Mindfulness class there on Friday morning with a nice group of people.  Being 
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we have been so isolated in the last 2 years due to COVID, it has been a great way to 
take care of your mental health and get in social interaction.  There is a friendly staff that 
is always willing to help and locate whatever you are looking for. Libraries bring people 
together for many reasons other than just books, There are computers for internet 
connection, research projects, children’s programs, opportunities for adults to gather for 
crafts, meetings, and celebrate special occasions.  Halloween is a time for children to 
gather for trick or treats or at Christmas a place to meet Santa Claus.  It is community 
gathering place with the favorite book sale taking place during Winter Carnival and 
Summer Festival Days that brings many to find new books for their own home libraries.  
Learning never stops and libraries help to keep that journey of adventure going.  Cheers 
to your local public library.  It is place you will love for so many reasons.    

Luck Public Library   
My mom has worked at the library since I was born, so I have spent a lot of time there 
over my life. The things I love most about being at the Luck Public Library include 
seeing townspeople that I wouldn’t see otherwise, connecting with friends and, of 
course, sitting in comfy chairs and reading my book! I love seeing kids come in with 
their families and getting so excited to check out a huge stack of books that they’ll read 
over the next week before they come back for more. My library is my favorite place🥰   
Zoë Allen 

Luck Public Library 
I love the table that has all the new books and that the library is so close to us so 
whenever I want to go i can get as many books as i want!  I love book sales at the library 
because they have very good books on sale for sooooo cheap   

Luck Public Library   
I remember I used to library hop, destination library, and find a nice secluded spot to do 
what ever in quiet.  Even though I live in Milltown, I went to the Frederic library often 
and can see the ladies face.  She was the head of all libraries and looked up lots of books 
for me when she really knew I was studying a topic.  Another librarian there who was a 
teacher found a book for me that was nowhere to be found and purchased it for me for 
the Frederic Library.  One time she bent down and tied my shoe, "" I do it for the kids,"" 
she said.  I was there to take a test required for work and was given a little extra time 
when I requested it ahead.   
The special library Mary, from Milltown would say, "I ordered your book," and I had 
not even given her my name.  I asked her about it later and she said working as a 
telephone operator she had learned people's voices.   
"All roads do lead to Luck," my shirt says.  Enjoyed programs in this one.  Mindfulness 
regularly on Fridays!  It has been a real blessing to meditate and practice deep breathing.  
It really helped me to calm my anger and to end conflict stating, ""present moment, 
wonderful moment.""  Tools that work.  Headed by Colleen and practiced with her for 
many years.  Pre-covid there were games needing to be up close to play on Saturdays.  I 
sure do love those large snowflakes Colleen helped us with and what was special is that 
my son did it also (He likes Colleen's voice).   
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You can save a lot of money.  If I have checked out the same book 4-5 times, I will 
purchase it to have it handy.  I am in the Milltown library often for copies as my ink 
printer, though handy, will streak when wet.  I am in here now typing.  It is cold outside, 
brrrr.  I also liked the outdoor movies Milltown offered at Half Moon Lake park, the 
native american storyteller and the homemade card making program there was useful.   
I checked out a book in Milltown, too, to read on my Kindle.  I have hopped to the 
Centuria library, too, yet not much because of current precautions there.   
The St. Croix Falls library was used for an interview for my dream job, in which I was 
hired!  St. Croix library has been used for song circle, yet now it has been mostly outside 
or on Zoom.  They are also a drop-off /pick-up spot for Whetstone Farm vegetables and 
eggs.  I love them!  I feel so healthy.  My body knows what is good.   
There are probably more things, yet I want to finish.  I'm typing from the Milltown 
Library.  Gloria Jean Bergstrom Roettger 

Menomonie Public Library   
I really missed library materials during the lockdown until I realized I could get them via 
curbside pickup.  For the past year and a half, I have found library materials allow me 
several important things:  a chance to learn about issues that are important to me; a 
chance to rest and recover from the stresses and difficulties in our world and in my 
personal life by reading books for entertainment; and a chance to feel cared for by the 
library staff! 
I've also been listening to books via OverDrive, and have really appreciated the way the 
libraries are ensuring that wait times for many of the materials I am looking for are 
reduced."   

Menomonie Public Library   
I love that the library is well-staffed & available for visiting on Thurs. evening & Sats! 
Lot's of programs & literacy options for kids & adults!   

Menomonie Public Library   
I love that I can "free trial" books before I buy them: WAY CHEAPER   

Menomonie Public Library   
Our beautiful location!   

Menomonie Public Library   
It has a lot of books about ponies.  Betty the pony lover! :) 

Menomonie Public Library   
I love my library! The sunny bright interior, super-talented staff, and MUSIC OVER 
MENOMIN!   

Menomonie Public Library   
We love storytime!   Great 2 yo 

Menomonie Public Library   
I love this Library! I love to just read and read! I love to borrow books about fantasy and 
spend hours reading. Thank you, Library!    
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Menomonie Public Library 
I came to find what's written. It's inspiration for my writing.    

Menomonie Public Library   
I love the puppets, Legos, books, & computers.   Faye 4 yrs old 

Menomonie Public Library   
The Legos and books  Ellie 8 years old 

Menomonie Public Library 
i love this library because it was my favorite place when i was little   

Menomonie Public Library   
it's very peaceful and it has a lot of my fave books  BB 

Milltown Public Library   
Thanks so much for the great service you all provide!   

Milltown Public Library   
I would like to say - Thank you for the nice gift.  My Meals-on-Wheels Mike - gave me 
from you.  If I had a car, I would come and volunteer for you."   

Ogema Public Library   
We love the library because we can play in the boat.  Melinda Christine  

Ogema Public Library   
I love interlibrary loan.   

Ogema Public Library   
The library is like a friend to me. It gives me a sense of peace and calmness almost like 
coming home! It is welcoming like a cup of hot chocolate on a cold day.   Melinda Price 

Ogema Public Library 
I like the library because I get to play with the teddy bears in the boat. It makes me 
happy!  Aelita 

Ogema Public Library   
I love the stillness. It's a place I can gather my thoughts.    

Ogema Public Library   
I like the little stuffed animals.   Krissy 

Ogema Public Library 
This library is part of the reason we chose to live in Ogema - a big part!   

Park Falls Public Library   
Our library is EVERYTHING to our community! It is our community center where we 
gather to do multiple things! It serves young and old alike with various interests for 
everyone! Just pick up a monthly schedule and you’ll see! To name a few, Knitting 
group, Quilters, Yoga, TOPS, book clubs, crafts days, corn hole, pickle ball and Author 
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presentation to name a few! Also the Library staff are very kind and helpful! They were 
so great during the shutdown! Kudos to our Park Falls Libray!   

Park Falls Public Library   
First of all, I have to compliment the staff on their friendly service always with a smile 
and helpful hand.  After that, the remodel is beautiful and the heart of our community for 
young and old and all those in between. When I was teaching Kdg, I made many trips 
for books, puppets and teaching ideas. (And a few books for me if I had time.) 
Now that I’m retired and have lots of time to read, I can use it for reading, yoga, the 
book club, adult bingo, crafts, to check out movies and take part of the many programs 
they offer.  
The community is so lucky to have such a nice facility. I encourage everyone to check it 
out & a book😁!!"  Kathleen Rose 

Park Falls Public Library   
My favorite thing to do as a little girl was to be taken to the library.  It wasn't like I didn't 
have my own library of books at home, I did.  I just needed more books.  My mom took 
myself and my brothers to the library for not only to get books, videos, books on tape or 
the very cool puppets....we also went for storytime, we did all book reading 
programs...and our summer vacation were the big library events like Skippy and Dave.  
Growing up, the library was a place was just the coolest place I knew.  The scariest thing 
though was knowing how many books I would need to ""survive"" over the weekend or 
the holiday.   
I know that it was the library that turned me into a reader I have always been.  From that 
little girl who would beg her parents and grandparents at such a young age to read to her, 
to the slightly older girl that would stay up too late on a school night or get up extra early 
to finish a chapter....the library was what gave me my love of reading.  I could sit under a 
blanket, lay on the grass in the summer, or prop myself up in bed when I was really sick 
just reading book after book.  Today as an adult, I will still risk being tired the next day 
because after all it is ""just one more chapter.""  The library was a source to see the 
world and others that were ""different"" than me that I couldn't see in a very small town 
in Northern Wisconsin growing up in the 80s.  Reading gave me the imagination that I 
could go anywhere and be anything.  The library opened up a world that allowed me to 
be creative and most importantly understood.   
I may read most of my books electronically for ease of reading anywhere, however, 
there will be nothing that replaces the smell of a library book.    

Park Falls Public Library   
Our library is EVERYTHING! It is our community center and offers so much to our 
community! It is abuzz with various activities for the young and old!  The staff is the 
best! Kind, friendly and will help you with anything! They did so much during the 
shutdown! Curbside service to get our books! Can’t thank them enough!  Mary L. Miller 

Park Falls Public Library   
My library has been the light through the recent health pandemic. It is the community 
center that our local community lacks.  The staff is extremely helpful and on the ball.  I 
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have not only checked out books to read but have played corn hole, done crafts, played 
bingo, attended local club meetings, participated in chair yoga, been able to use the 
internet services, had many opportunities to join groups and just enjoyed every minute of 
being able to join in. The children's programming is great.  Karem S Tesmer 

Park Falls Public Library   
I always fell welcomed there, I love the activities the ladies do for the community very 
nice.i just love the atmosphere there! Thank you!   Jessica Lewis  

Park Falls Public Library   
Mrs.K is fun and nice to me!   Abigail Lewis  

Park Falls Public Library   
The Park Falls Library has been a part of my life since I was a small child as it is in 
walking distance of both my childhood home and the the school I attended. I was 
fortunate to have a teacher who introduced me to the world of books through the tales of 
Ramona the Pest and Laura Ingalls-Wilder.  Our family could not afford books through 
the Scholastic flyer that was sent home from school, but my teacher knew a place where 
I could go and get all the best books for free!  Alice Vincent was the name of the 
children's librarian and she found me books about any subject I was interested in and 
sometimes she just let me talk and dream out loud; she listened as though I was the most 
important person in the world to her. I have watched as the current children's librarian 
(Mrs. K.) stops what she is doing and offers that same listening to the kids that come to 
visit. I love to her her say to them as they leave, "Thanks for bringing your Mom (or 
Dad, etc) to the library. I'll see you next time".  That's how a child gains ownership in the 
library. The library still holds that magic for me: it's a place where my bank account 
means nothing--I am equal to the richest or the poorest patron as far as the services 
offered and how I am treated.  The PF Library is the place to go for Children's 
programming and to see performers our children might never get a chance to see 
otherwise; adults and children alike have tons of programs available throughout the year.  
The movie and video game selections are impressive for such a small library AND there 
are always new books on the shelves. The library in our city is one of our main 
"bragging" points when talking about our city. The PF Library is loved by many in our 
area and those who don't go there are really missing out on something special.    

Park Falls Public Library   
Our library is used in so many ways. The summer reading program is one of the best 
ways to get young kids reading and finding out what is available at the library.  The 
selection of books is amazing and all the new books for the patrons to read is top notch. 
The different activities throughout the year for the kids and adults is one of the best.  I 
personally think we have one of the best youth's librarians that really care about the kids 
and community.  The community gives so many donations for the library programs so 
the library resources can be spent on other thing needed. I was impressed last 2 years 
during Covid of the number of online presentations for kids were offered by the library.  
I am an adult and i watched them and then finally this winter we finally got to attend one 
in person again how fun it was.  I look forward to more programs this coming year that I 
can attend at our library.   
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Park Falls Public Library 
I love coming to get new books and I can't wait to play with the toys again.  My favorite 
books are Mercy Watson; I read them with my Mama. I am in all the reading programs 
and I read 1000 books and got lots of prizes and a book. My picture is on the wall. I went 
to see a magician at the library and when I went home I showed my grandma and 
grandpa the magic tricks I learned.  I got a Switch for Christmas and the library has 
Switch games, so that's good. I like the elevator.  Bennett - Age 5 

Park Falls Public Library   
Our children's librarian, Mrs. K., Is awesome.  Her love of reading and children shows in 
the programs she puts together.  This was especially true during the pandemic!  She 
found ways to keep the young children and young adults connected virtually to continue 
to get the children to read and to pique their interest in books!   All the employees have b 
web very helpful when I come to use the library.     

Plum City Public Library 
I would be lost without the library.  It is very convenient for me just a few miles away. 
The librarian is so helpful with picking out books for me and if I need them to put my 
order in a locker outside, they will.  When it was closed for awhile during the pandemic, 
I was lost. No book in the house. I went crazy. Thanks for online ordering and curbside 
pickup.  So I appreciate having a library so close to home. I go once a week  .Kay 
Sievwright  

Prescott Public Library   
I love going to the Prescott Library to pick up my books on hold because I know I will 
always be greeted by a friendly, helpful librarian! 
They are so welcoming, knowledgeable , and open about a patron  recommending a new 
book to be added to the library! 
It may be a small space, but it has a big heart!"  Dianne Ginsberg 

Prescott Public Library   
I love the people who work here! And the nice atmosphere!   

Prescott Public Library   
I love your books. My favorite thing is picking out fun books.  Adeline H. 

Prescott Public Library   
Picking out books. My favorite book is Dancer  Morgan M. 

Prescott Public Library   
I love storytime. My favorite book is Pete the Cat  Mia M. 

Prescott Public Library   
My favorite book is Fish Wish   

Prescott Public Library 
I love storytime, visiting with the friendly staff and picking out new books! My favorite 
book is The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats   
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Prescott Public Library   
The librarians hosted engaging activities for middle school students like the murder 
mystery game. Also, cooperated with research projects and taught students how to gather 
both digital and print information as reliable evidence for persuasive essays and 
speeches.  J. Johnson 

Prescott Public Library   
The library has always been a place of comfort for me. Since I was a child I loved to 
come here when I needed peace and quiet. It was sometimes a refuge after a hard day. 
My first memory of a specific librarian was of Bob Mercord. He always knew how to 
put a smile on my face. No matter what city I ended up living in, I always found the 
local library. It makes me happy that I found my way back to the one I grew up in and 
can now give my children the same experiences here at home.  Reina M. 
Prescott Public Library  I use the library to support our home school as well as for 
entertainment. There is something for every member of my family to enjoy! Books, 
audiobooks, movies and music! We use it all!   

Prescott Public Library   
My favorite book is A Little Princess   

Rice Lake Public Library 
My little ones and I are regulars at story time. It gets us all out of the house and 
connecting with other families that have kids around the same age. I've run into story 
time families around the community several times and it helps us connect. The kids look 
forward to the weekly craft, and it makes life much easier for a non-pinterest-ey mom 
who still wants my kids to have some of the arts and crafts experiences their peers are 
having at daycare. We read constantly and have an always changing bookshelf filled 
with whatever they're excited about at the moment. I also always have books for myself, 
as well as cookbooks and gardening books that have really saved me time and money 
exploring new hobbies. I also really love the experience kits. I baked my children 
character-shaped birthday cakes, which I would never have tried if the library hadn't 
made it available. We've checked out games for family parties, beyblades to play with at 
home, and I just noticed new fitness equipment I want to try. All of this gives me access 
to exploring new activities that I wouldn't have otherwise, which I've especially valued 
during the pandemic as it was harder to seek out new experiences. I am a former teacher, 
and when I think of how many of my students normally would not have access to some 
of these kinds of things I'm so happy to see resources that reach beyond books. The staff 
is always friendly and welcoming. They host great kid/family events like movie 
showings and book walks downtown. Also, I loved last winter when they set up a book 
"blind date" display where you picked a secret book based on a few short descriptors. 
The library makes me feel engaged in lifelong learning and adds an element of fun, play, 
and exploration to me and my children's' week.   

Rice Lake Public Library   
Because we get free books   
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Rice Lake Public Library 
I love that the Rice Lake Library offers accessibility through all of the programs like 
wigs, baby weaning tools, experience kits, etc.  You're always adding something to help 
your community.   

Rice Lake Public Library 
We love that the community and the library hold together that we love the most. 
Important!   

Rice Lake Public Library 
Assistance with computers is a winning time. The ladies are awesome!   

Rice Lake Public Library   
What I love about the Rice Lake Public library is that they always have a lot of graphic 
novels.   

Rice Lake Public Library 
As a military family with young children, the library of each new place we lived was an 
essential place in which to get cards and visit often.   

River Falls Public Library   
My favorite books are about super heros.  Malachi (5) 

River Falls Public Library   
I love all the variety of encouraging literature!   

River Falls Public Library   
It is soooooooooo calm.  2nd Grader 

River Falls Public Library 
The library helped me when I was bored and needed a book.  Ely 

River Falls Public Library   
You are always so helpful and patient!! We love you!! 

River Falls Public Library   
Cuz the books are cool.   

River Falls Public Library   
Thank you! Everyone is so helpful and respectful.   

River Falls Public Library 
It helped me so that I could read books and so I could write.  Brahm 

River Falls Public Library   
It helps me to read better.   

River Falls Public Library   
Love it all and thank you staff.   
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River Falls Public Library 
Our wonderful library kept me sane during the years when my children were small. Love 
Love   

River Falls Public Library   
I like to read books. The library has good books to read.   

River Falls Public Library   
Thank you to all the staff for making our library experiences AWESOME!   

River Falls Public Library   
The love for my local library is similar to the story of the mustard seed.  
So many years ago, it was my refuge (with the assistance of much needed coffee) on 
days home with little ones who needed more interaction than I had the energy to muster! 
Some of my fondest memories with our three kids include biking each week to choose 
new books and listen to story time. Every summer, the kids looked forward to our 
summer reading program and though the wagon and bike cart was soon replaced by their 
own bikes with training wheels and eventually cars, one thing that never changed is their 
love for the programs offered.  
For me personally, I've enjoyed many of the adult programs. I've been inspired by 
several author visits, enough so that when the timing was right to write my own novel, 
the library was my largest resource for research. Whatever the book may be, our library 
either carries it or finds a way to access it.  
So this little mustard seed of love has not only grown foundational roots to build my 
dream upon, but has branched out from my life in several unexpected and pleasant 
directions:)  Callie Trautmiller 

Rusk County Community Library (Ladysmith)   
I enjoy going to the library to pick up magazines that I have requested from the MORE 
library system. I browse through the books and enjoy seeing the art displayed in the 
gallery entry. We have an awesome staff at this library which is always very helpful. I 
enjoyed taking my kids to the library as they chose their own books and movies with 
their OWN library cards. This is a tremendous asset to our community.   

Rusk County Community Library (Ladysmith)   
I've always loved the library but have come to appreciate it even more the past two 
years. Spending more time at home has given me more time to read and watch movies 
and the Rusk County Community Library has been a lifeline. They offered lobby pickup 
and ebooks for the short time their services were limited and continue to wear masks and 
provide safe service to everyone in the community. I love our library!   

Somerset Public Library   
Thanks to my local library I learned about a government program that allowed me to to 
save on internet costs for distance learning at college and the librarian helped my enroll. 
Without knowledge of that program (or help to enroll into it) it would have been more 
difficult for me to afford rent and other necessities.  Lane Johnson 
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Somerset Public Library   
I listen to a movie podcast that discusses all sorts of obscure artsy titles.  Instead of 
buying or tracking down these titles, I've been able to find almost all of them through the 
IFLS Library system!  Usually at least one library has a copy.  The same goes for CD 
books to listen to in the car, manga, graphic novels, all sorts of media I wouldn't be able 
to get otherwise without spending a TON of money.  There's a good reason my happy 
place is the library.  Daniel Kilkelly 

Somerset Public Library   
I like to come to the library because it lets me relax!   

Somerset Public Library   
I love the library because there are a lot of shark books!  Ben 

Somerset Public Library   
The library has been a favorite place to connect with materials AND the staff!   

Somerset Public Library   
When we first moved to town, the library staff helped us with finding internet services 
and tax accountants and local gems!   

Somerset Public Library   
We love coming to the library to partake in programs: storytime events and I'm looking 
forward to the 3-D printing class.   

St. Croix Falls Public Library   
On the phone: "My internet is down for a few days, and I need a place to work remotely. 
Do you have a small room I could use for that?" "Of course. We have two small study 
rooms available." "Can I reserve one?" "Yes! *typetypetype* You now have a room 
reserved for this afternoon and tomorrow morning." "I don't have a card at your library; 
is that going to be a problem?" "No, not at all!" "I love libraries! This is such a 
lifesaver." November 2021  Laura Turpin, SCFPL staff 

St. Croix Falls Public Library   
"Do you have a computer I can use? And can I print from it?" "Sure! Here's a guest pass, 
and printing is 20 cents a sheet." "Thank you very much! Our printers never seem to 
work when we need them..." (on printing insurance forms at the library) December 2021  
Laura Turpin, SCFPL staff 

St. Croix Falls Public Library   
I love Libby! I just downloaded books to listen to for a road trip my husband and I are 
taking this weekend. A year and a half ago I was furloughed and listening to Libby saved 
me. It kept me sane while I painted my house.   

Thomas St. Angelo Public Library (Cumberland)   
The children's collection at my library is outstanding. You can find so many of the most 
prevalant NEW books for children and adults as well. When I research the newest titles 
for classrooms, I will most likely always be able to read them at my library and/or check 
them out to read with my grandchildren. 
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The Storywalk opportunities, both outdoors and now inside the library, offer up the 
wonderful connections of print and books with my grandchildren. Again, we share the 
love of words that the staff has provided in these story walks. 
I can access the internet to download resources needed for my work.I have used copy 
services as needed. The staff is resourceful, helpful and always greets me with a smile. 
They are so willing to help.   

Thomas St. Angelo Public Library (Cumberland) 
I love ❤ my library.  The staff greets me and everyone who comes there.  Kindness and 
a gentle manner put us at ease.  When I have challenges with the computer or the copier, 
the help is kind and non-judgmental.  Thank you for being available and 
knowledgeable!!  Judith Keilholtz  

Thomas St. Angelo Public Library (Cumberland)   
The Thomas St Angelo Public Library of Cumberland (formerly the Cumberland 
Carnegie Library) has been my ""home"" library for 75 years.  Even before I could read, 
visiting the library was a weekly event.  Mrs. Katherine Robinson, the librarian of my 
childhood, guided us from one author and series of books to the next as we grew.  When 
research papers were due, she was a constant source of direction to find information.  
She knew her patrons personally, and as children matured she moved them forward with 
literature and resources at the library. 
In adulthood I moved away and lived in a number of different States.  As I visited 
libraries around the country, I became keenly aware of what a gift the Cumberland 
library and its caring staff had been in forming me into a student of life.  In our 50s we 
decided to return to Northern Wisconsin. 
Upon returning to Cumberland and its library I found technology tools at my fingertips.  
When I needed quality WiFi to teach online it was available at the library.  If I needed a 
computer, printer, or copy machine...the library was my source.  When I needed books 
for my book club group or a meeting space with a student or a meeting room for a group, 
the library was available and open to serve my needs.  Magazine and newspapers and 
genealogy photos were available on the Thomas St. Angelo Public Library website...free 
with my Cumberland library card.  I could access resources via the Internet from my 
home or from anywhere in the world. 
In rural Wisconsin the public library system is the great equalizer and brings the world to 
the  the countryside.  The knowledgeable and creative library staff bring the world to our 
small communities.  Author visits, artists presentations, plays, food demonstrations, 
health information, after school programs, summer nutrition centers for kids, pre-school 
enrichment programming, story time for families, and more have all been available from 
my local library thanks to special programming.   
Andrew Carnegie's mission to bring culture, literature, the arts and more to rural 
America has been fulfilled in the Thomas St. Angelo Public Library of Cumberland.  
Today the library in Cumberland is as vital an important to this mission as it was 120 
years ago when the library was founded.  Thank you, Andrew Carnegie, and thank you 
to the City of Cumberland!  Connie Kae Chubb Bussewitz 
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Thomas St. Angelo Public Library (Cumberland)   
The staff is great about answering questions.  No question is too silly!  Even when 
closed for COVID the library provided items.  Curbside pickup - items in a brown bag, 
open the door grab your bag and go. Still do this. People loved being able to still get 
books and some still get them this way. Computer problem at home - come to the library 
and use the public computer.  Makerspace - making crafts.  I found out I was able to do 
crafts!  This is something I wouldn't do at home. It will be a very sad day if the library is 
forced to shut down.  All that information would be lost!  Also the wonderment of 
reading books!   

Turtle Lake Public Library   
Where to begin. This library has been my apart of my whole life. My family has been 
bringing me there since I was a child. The staff is so nice and so fun to be around. I 
would attend to majority of the programs from Easter egg hunts up movie nights. I 
cherish every moment there. The library is my safe space.  Rebekah Gulla 

Wilberg Memorial Public Library (Osceola) 
My kids and I love how family friendly this library is! The librarians are friendly, and 
the children's section is well-maintained. Also love the drive-up book drop. Makes life a 
little easier knowing that I don't have to get the kids out of the car just to drop off books. 
My kids also love Mr. Lucky the snake. I wish every library separated the adult section 
from the children's section the way they do. There's plenty of space between so that in 
the children's section they can play and talk without being gotten after by anyone.   

 


